
ST. JAMES HOUSE OF PRAYER 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 TAMPA, FL 

February 16, 2025 
  The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Absalom Jones 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

       
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

          

     The Gathering of God’s People 

 
 



Prelude  ​                    Songs From Home No 18 ​ Edwin Taylor          

**Bells ring announcing the beginning of worship** 

Opening Song       Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise       Hymnal #423 
 

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise,​
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,​

most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,​
almighty, victorious, thy great Name we praise. 

2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,​
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;​
thy justice like mountains high soaring above​

thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 

3 To all life thou givest, to both great and small;​
in all life thou livest, the true life of all;​

we blossom and flourish, like leaves on the tree,​
then wither and perish; but nought changeth thee. 

4 Thou reignest in glory, thou rulest in light,​
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;​

all laud we would render: O help us to see​
'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee. 

 
Opening Acclamation                               Book of Common Prayer, 355 
 
Officiant​ Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People​  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Collect for Purity (in unison) 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 



 
Canticle of Praise:  Gloria in Excelsis (sung)    Hymnal S-280 (Powell) 

 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
​ ​ ​   

​ ​ ​  
The Collect of the Day (in unison)   
 
Celebrant   The Lord be with you.   
People        And also with you. 
Celebrant   Let us pray.   
 
O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully 
accept our prayers; and because in our weakness we can do nothing 
good without you, give us the help of your grace, that in keeping 
your commandments we may please you both in will and deed; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Collect of the Day for The Feast Day of Absalom Jones  
(February 13) 
 
Set us free, heavenly Father, from every bond of prejudice and fear; 
that, honoring the steadfast courage of your servant Absalom Jones, 
we may show forth in our lives the reconciling love and true freedom 
of the children of God, which you have given us in your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 



 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

The First Reading ​                                                       Jeremiah 17:5-10 

Thus says the LORD: 

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals​
and make mere flesh their strength,​
whose hearts turn away from the LORD. 

They shall be like a shrub in the desert,​
and shall not see when relief comes. 

They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,​
in an uninhabited salt land. 

Blessed are those who trust in the LORD,​
whose trust is the LORD. 

They shall be like a tree planted by water,​
sending out its roots by the stream. 

It shall not fear when heat comes,​
and its leaves shall stay green; 

in the year of drought it is not anxious,​
and it does not cease to bear fruit. 

The heart is devious above all else;​
it is perverse--​
who can understand it? 

I the LORD test the mind​
and search the heart, 

to give to all according to their ways,​
according to the fruit of their doings. 

 
To end, the Lector says  The Word of the Lord.​
People​ ​                      Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 1 

Beatus vir qui non abiit 

Refrain:  Happy are they whose delight is in the law of the Lord. 
 



1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the 
wicked, *​
nor lingered in the way of sinners,​
nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, *​
and they meditate on his law day and night. 

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,​
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *​
everything they do shall prosper. 

4 It is not so with the wicked; *​
they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment 
comes, *​
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, *​
but the way of the wicked is doomed. 

 
 
The Epistle Reading ​                                          1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some 
of you say there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; and if 
Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain 
and your faith has been in vain. We are even found to be 
misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised 
Christ--whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 
For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. If 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in 
your sins. Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. If 
for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most 
to be pitied. 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 
those who have died. 

Lector​ The Word of the Lord.   
People​ Thanks be to God. 

 
         



Sequence Hymn      If Thou But Trust in God To Guide Thee    Hymnal #635 
​ ​  

1 If thou but trust in God to guide thee,​
and hope in him through all thy ways,​

he'll give thee strength whate'er betide thee,​
and bear thee through the evil days.​

Who trusts in God’s unchanging love​
builds on a rock that nought can move. 

2 Sing, pray, and keep his ways unswerving;​
so do thine own part faithfully,​

and trust his word, though undeserving​
thou yet shalt find it true for thee;​

God never yet forsook in need​
the soul that trusted him indeed. 

 
The Holy Gospel                                                                 Luke 6:17-26 

Deacon​The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
People​ Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Jesus came down with the twelve apostles and stood on a level place, 
with a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people 
from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had 
come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who 
were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd 
were trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed 
all of them. 

Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 

“Blessed are you who are poor,​
for yours is the kingdom of God. 

“Blessed are you who are hungry now,​
for you will be filled. 

“Blessed are you who weep now,​
for you will laugh. 

“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude 
you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of 



Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your 
reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did 
to the prophets." 

"But woe to you who are rich,​
for you have received your consolation. 

"Woe to you who are full now,​
for you will be hungry. 

"Woe to you who are laughing now,​
for you will mourn and weep. 

"Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their 
ancestors did to the false prophets." 

 
To end, the Deacon says       The Gospel of the Lord.  
People​                                 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon​                                                               The Rev. Ed Henley 

After the Sermon, we take a few moments to reflect on God’s word to us. 
 
The Nicene Creed (in unison) ​                                                  BCP,  358  
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,   
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,   
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father.  Through him all things were made.   
 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:   
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man.   
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried.   
 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;   
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.   
 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,   
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.   
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.   
He has spoken through the Prophets.   
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 
         The Prayers of the People 

 
At the end of each petition, the Deacon says​ Lord,in your mercy: 
The people respond​ ​ Hear our prayer. 
At the close of the Prayers, the People respond ​ Amen 
 

The Confession of Sin and Absolution ​ ​           ​   BCP, 360 
Deacon ​ Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Deacon and People  
Most merciful God,   
We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed,  by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.   
We have not loved you with our whole heart;   
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.   
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive 
us;  that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name.  Amen.  
 
Priest ​  
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.   
 
The Peace   
Celebrant ​The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People ​ ​ And also with you.   



The Celebrant says a sentence from Scripture to begin the Offertory. 
 
   
 

     All are encouraged to make an offering in thanksgiving for all the blessings God has bestowed. 
Gifts may be made on the parish website, sjhoptpa.org, 

or by texting sjhop to 73256, or by postal mail to: 
St. James House of Prayer Episcopal Church / 2708 N. Central Ave. / Tampa FL  33602 

 
 
Offertory Anthem              We Are One With You God           SJHOP Choir 
 
Presentation Hymn​                                                       Hymnal #380 (v.3) 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; 

​ ​ ​ ​        Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.                         
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer A)                      BCP, 361 

Celebrant​ The Lord be with you. 
People​ And also with you. 
Celebrant​ Lift up your hearts. 
People​ We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant​ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People​ It is right to give *him thanks and praise.   
[*or “our”, or “God”] 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name: 

Celebrant and People (sung)​ ​ ​                                               ​         



Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the 
highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna 
in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us​
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become​
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human​
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the​
God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,​
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole​
world. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; 
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel 
containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our​
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks​
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take,​
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the​
remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given​
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you​
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink​
it, do this for the remembrance of me."​
​
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 



The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and 
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer (sung)​  

Celebrant​  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. ​

Give us this day our daily bread. ​
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. ​

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. ​
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread  
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  
A period of silence is kept. Then the Celebrant says  

Celebrant ​Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
People ​ Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!  
 
Agnus Dei (sung)                                                              Hymnal S-164 
Jesus, Lamb of God: Have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: Have mercy on us. 



Jesus, redeemer of the world: Give us your peace. 
                                                                                

The Celebrant invites the People to Communion, in these or similar words 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving. 

 
 

 
 
Communion Songs   
                        
                                       Heal Me Hands Of Jesus                     WLP #773      

 
1 Heal me, hands of Jesus,​
and search out all my pain:​

restore my hope, remove my fear​
and bring me peace again. 

2 Cleanse me, blood of Jesus,​
take bitterness away;​

let me forgive as one forgiven​
and bring me peace today. 

3 Know me, mind of Jesus,​
and show me all my sin;​

dispel the memories of guilt,​
and bring me peace within. 

 



4 Fill me, joy of Jesus:​
anxiety shall cease​

and heaven’s serenity be mine,​
for Jesus brings me peace! 

 

 

                  ​
                                                               

                                My God Thy Table Now Is Spread         Hymnal #321 

1 My God, thy table now is spread,​
thy cup with love doth overflow;​

be all thy children thither led,​
and let them thy sweet mercies know. 

2 O let thy table honored be,​
and furnished well with joyful guests:​

and may each soul salvation see,​
that here its sacred pledges tastes. 

3 Drawn by thy quickening grace, O Lord,​
in countless numbers let them come​
and gather from their Father's board​

the Bread that lives beyond the tomb. 

4 Nor let thy spreading Gospel rest​
till through the world thy truth has run,​
till with this Bread shall all be blessed​

who see the light or feel the sun. 

 
After Communion, the Celebrant says Let us pray. 
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage 



to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

The Blessing (pronounced by the Priest; the People respond, Amen.) 

 
All are seated for announcements.  

                 THE SENDING OUT OF THE LORD’S PEOPLE 
 

 
Closing Hymn             Christ For The World We Sing             Hymnal #537 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

     1 Christ for the world we sing!​
The world to Christ we bring​

with loving zeal;​
the poor and them that mourn,​

the faint and overborne,​
sin-sick and sorrow-worn,​

whom Christ doth heal. 
2 Christ for the world we sing!​
The world to Christ we bring​

with fervent prayer;​
the wayward and the lost,​

by restless passions tossed,​
redeemed at countless cost,​

from dark despair. 

3 Christ for the world we sing!​
The world to Christ we bring​

with one accord;​
with us the work to share,​
with us reproach to dare,​
with us the cross to bear,​

for Christ our Lord. 

 
 
 



4 Christ for the world we sing! 
The world to Christ we bring 

with joyful song; 
the newborn souls, whose days, 

reclaimed from error's ways, 
inspired with hope and praise, 

to Christ belong. 
 
The Dismissal   
 
Deacon  ​ Let us go forth in the Name of the Risen Christ. Alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia!   
People ​ Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Postlude                               Festival March                           Jan Neiland                    

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Remember In Your Prayers for healing, guidance, comfort, or strength  
 

Camden Agboglo​ ​ Lydia Williams​ ​ ​ Janelle Goodwin 
Charnell Williams​ ​ Carol Moorehead​ ​ Denise Andretta​ 
Lejoan Franklin​​ ​ Olivia Whittiker​ ​ ​ Michael Carter​
Margaret Booth​ ​ ​ Mozelle Rhodes​​ ​ Arsenta Sibilly 
Jacquelyn Brown Reeder​ Joe Buczek​ ​ ​ Clare Kennedy​  
Victor Ferguson​​ ​ Dorothy Batson​ ​ ​ Gina Norris​
Delores Thomas​​ ​ Mac Alexander​ ​ ​ Ruby Lockhart​
Eleanor Solomon​ ​ Stella Jacob​ ​ ​ Ernest Reese​
Richard Grinnell​​ ​ Deborah Blanchett​ ​ Warren Nunn​  
Morris Kennedy​​ ​ Virginia McKinney​ ​ Rick Cybulski​
Maureen Cybulski​ ​ Roderick James​ ​ ​ Errol Kirk​ ​  
Denise Moore Contreras​ Anna Valdes​ ​ ​ Cory McIntosh​  
Denise Morris​ ​       ​ Yvonne Thomas​ 

​  
​ ​  

Give thanks for… 
Birthdays this week: Navita Cummings-James (2/16) 

Anniversaries: None this week 
 
​ ​ ​ SERVING IN OUR WORSHIP TODAY 
Celebrant and Preacher​ ​       The Rev. Ed Henley 
Deacon​​                                                                     The Rev. Dr. Lynn Grinnell 
Musicians ​                                           Jay Findlater, Julius James & SJHOP Choir 
Lector​                                                                      Anna Valdes and Deirdre Joseph 
Usher​                                                                                   Larraine Williams-Nunn 
Camera Operator ​ Leila Mizer 
 
 

 


	Psalm 1 
	Beatus vir qui non abiit 

